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Thank you for joining our Polar 
Bear Explorer expedition to 
Svalbard, 12 - 22 August 2018.  

Expedition Members
Mone, Sanan, Claire, Sharon, Gail, Cecilia, 
Janice, Peter, Richard & Alexander

Expedition Leaders 
Mats Forsberg & Nate Small

Expedition Photographer 
Chase Teron

Natural World Safaris are a niche travel outfitter specialising 
purely in the natural world, incredible habitats, and the 
wildlife that calls these remote corners of the planet 
home. We hope you enjoyed your time in the Arctic and 
that this trip log serves as a reminder of your journey.
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1. Longyearbyen
2. Magdalenefjorden
3. Gullybreen
4. Danskøya
5. Monacobreen
6. Texas bar
7. Bockfjorden
8. Phippsøya 
9. Karl XII øya
10. Scoresbyøya 
11. Alkefjellet
12. Torrellneset
13. Wahlbergøya
14. Smeerenburgodden
15. Fjortende Julibukta
16. Lilliehöökbreen
17. Alkhornet 
18. Borebreen glacier
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Leaving Longyearbyen

Embarking the M/S Malmo, we were met 
by Expedition Leader Mats Forsberg and 
Assistant Expedition Leader Nate Small. We left 
Longyearbyen at 18:00 through the entrance of 
Isfjorden and the first thing we saw was a blue 
whale coasting alongside our ship! Not only was 
the world’s largest mammal below our ship, 
but puffins and seabirds were flying directly 
above it - our Arctic Adventure had started. 

Everyone got their cameras out and photographer 
Chase gave his first photography lesson on 
predicting where the whale would surface as 
well as plenty of handy tips on shooting in RAW, 
camera settings and how to change them. 

Sailing on, we passed through Forlandsundet 
and Kongsfjord Rema and stayed near 
Magdalenefjorden and Gully Bay that evening, 
ready for our first full day in the Arctic the next day.

DAY ONE //  AUGUST 12



Gullybreen & Danskøya

Breakfast was spent getting to know each other and 
before long, we were on our first zodiac cruise – a 
trip around Gully Bay, where we went to see a walrus 
haul-out on the beach. It was low tide and there 
were glacial ice pieces scattered around the shore. 
An impromptu photography lesson ensued and we 
learned a lot about focusing and aperture settings.

The zodiac cruise continued and we witnessed 
nature at its most raw - a glaucous seagull 
was eating a little auk bird. We also kept 
our eyes peeled for Arctic Foxes as they 
tend to stay around the mossy areas where 
the birds nests but no such luck yet…

Off in the distance was the most beautiful 
backdrop of blue - old ice from the glacier on the 
southeast side of the fjord that had calved to form 
an iceberg. We were back on the M/S Malmo 
looking at this spectacular sight, talking more 
about photography when out of nowhere our boat 
was taking a tight turn… we were heading for our 
first polar bears. Through the binoculars, a mother 
and her two cubs were walking steadily across the 
rocks off the shore. Everyone grabbed their things, 
put life jackets on and loaded up the zodiacs.

We got to the shore line, about 1-2 km from where 
we originally saw the bears. When we arrived at 
the beach they were feasting on whale blubber 
stuck on the rocks in the water. The bears were so 
comfortable with us there, we managed to capture 
them with the mountainous West coast of Svalbard 
in the background. It was a fantastic experience.

DAY TWO //  AUGUST 13





Monacobreen, Texas bar 
& Bockfjorden

We had travelled during the night, entering 
Woodfjorden and then on to Liefdefjorden where 
we ventured out for a zodiac outing. Cruising 
through the bay where the Monaco glacier had 
recently calved, the area looked like pack ice 
layered in thick fog. Laying on top of an iceberg 
was a bearded seal with another to our right. The 
first one was younger and more skittish, taking 
the plunge into the water so we headed towards 
the other. We took our time with this seal as we 
wanted the perfect photo opportunity and as we 
got closer, it made eye contact, lifted its flipper 
and rolled to the side – it was showing off for us.

The sun was making its way through the fog and 
we saw more icebergs of all shapes, sizes and 
shades of blue. We moved on and approached 
a little island where Mats had spent months 
working with the BBC in the 1990s, a place 
called Texas Bar. This polar bear hunting shack 
was built in the 1940’s by a famous hunter and 
measures just 10ft by 6.5ft. It consists of a front 
section with firewood, a hatchet, a table, two 
candles, liquor bottles, some drawings, a bunk 
bed and a fire place – not much to live with…

After taking a look around the hut, we were 
soon back on the ship. Whilst we worked on 
editing our pictures in the mess, we saw a minke 
whale just surfacing to breathe. It was just a 
quick glimpse, after which everyone decided it 
was time to relax but soon enough, we spotted 

DAY THREE //  AUGUST 14



three more bears, again a mother and her two 
cubs, cuddled up on the hill side sleeping. 

Rather than jumping in the zodiacs and 
disturbing them, we stayed on the Malmo and 
kept our distance. Mats had explained these 
bears were resting and preserving their energy 
for finding food later so there was no need for 
us to get in the zodiacs and disrupted this.
 



Phippsøya 

Spending time at Phippsøya in the morning, 
we took the zodiacs to shore and moved in 
slowly on a walrus herd. We watched some 
wonderful animal behaviour from a female, 
whose calves were close by, pushing and 
shoving tusks with a male. After a great photo 
session, we headed back to the boat for lunch 
before making our way to the pack ice. 

As the rest of the day would be spent sailing, 
we took the afternoon to relax, nap and 
enjoy presentations on walrus and pack ice 
by Mats. Nate and Chase then showcased 
their photo upload, backup and editing 
workflow to help everyone with processing 
the amazing pictures they were taking.

DAY FOUR //  AUGUST 15



The Ice Edge

During the night we were suddenly woken as 
the M/S Malmo reached the pack ice with an 
almighty thud - it was amazing to see what 
little work the ship made of the ice sheets!
 
Later that morning, we ate breakfast before 
heading to the back of the boat to photograph 
the plethora of ivory gulls. Up on the bridge, 
Nate had spotted a polar bear and we managed 
to get the M/S Malmo within 350m as we drifted 
quietly between ice sheets to get a better look. 
The bear looked up as we approached and 
walked over to a seal carcass which he picked it 
up with his teeth before running behind a small 
chunk of ice to sit and enjoy his breakfast. 

We photographed and watched the bear from 
the stern for nearly an hour waiting for it to 
emerge from the pack ice mound but only 
three black dots popped up every now and 
again as the bear checked our distance. If 
we were to move any closer while the bear 
was feeding, it would cause unnecessary 
stress and the polar bear may have even 
abandon its prey to ensure a safe getaway.

With the low pressure system coming in, 
we decided to travel south overnight.

DAY FIVE //  AUGUST 16



Karl XII øya & Scoresbyøya 

We woke just beside Karl XII øya to see four 
polar bears on the island. One was grazing 
along the mountain side whilst the others 
were sleeping. We took the zodiacs out after 
breakfast and cruised towards the island 
which was now completely covered in fog.

Unfortunately, our photo opportunities 
for bears was extremely limited both by 
distance, landscapes and angles as well as 
bear behaviour (sleeping) and lack of wildlife 
curiosity. One bear rolled over to take a peek 
at us from just over the rock edge but there 
was no ability to see the bear entirely so we 
cruised to the north part of the island. 

As this area was more exposed, it was very 
choppy so we had to turn back. We beached 
the zodiacs approximately 1km from the 
bears and made our way back towards 
them to get a better shot. The fog only lifted 
briefly for a glimpse of them so we headed 
back to the Malmo to try and get better 
photo opportunities from Scoresbyøya.

We travelled south and as we anchored the 
ship, we saw a beautiful bird population on a 
small island next to Scoresby. Heading over 
to the island, Chase saw a polar bear walking 
towards the beach with another sleeping 
on the other side of the small peninsula. We 
were able to go close to the bears whilst 
maintaining a safe distance from the shore 
as the bear headed straight for a whale 

DAY SIX //  AUGUST 17



carcass washed up on the beach. It was 
sheer excitement and big smiles as we all 
scrambled for our biggest and best lenses. 

Going back around the other side, we wanted to 
see the other bear - a female with a collar - who 
was sleeping very lightly. She would look at us 
every now and again to make sure we weren’t 
coming closer and we decided to leave her to it.
 
Just a few kilometres down the beach, we 
conducted ‘Operation Clean Up Svalbard!’. We 
scouted the best place to pick up the rubbish 
that littered the beaches but still ensure we 
were safe from any bears. We found a spot and 
everyone was so motivated and worked together 
to collect as much as they could.  Getting back 
to the ship shortly after, it was so rewarding to 
see the zodiacs being lifted out of the water, 
full with rubbish. Organising it on the ship deck, 
we used the fishing nets to ensure nothing was 
blown away - we had cleaned up over 50lbs!



Alkefjellet, Torrellneset 
& Wahlbergøya

We woke up for breakfast cruising towards 
Alkefjellet where we planned to enjoy a zodiac 
ride but the weather had other ideas - the 
heavy rain started and we decided to stay 
on the ship. Despite this, we enjoyed a very 
rare sighting of a polar bear sow and two 
cubs on the rock wall before the sound of 
the falling rock slides spooked the bears. 
They proceeded to jump off the cliff and 
swim away. That made 17 bears to date!

During lunch, we headed to Torrellnesset 
where it was a rumoured to have nearly 800 
walruses in the area. On arrival, we got in the 
zodiacs and the cruise began with a herd of 
young male walruses coming to inspect us 
and as we approached the shore, we could 
see there so many walrus playing around, 
bouncing up and out of the water. Whilst taking 
photos and enjoying more photography tips, 
the weather became extremely challenging as 
the rain began to pour and the winds picked 
up. We headed back to the Malmo to dry off. 

The Arctic is extremely unpredictable so 
we changed plans to find warmer weather 
and calmer winds with the aim to spend 
the next few days heading south to explore 
some of the mountainous regions of the 
Southwest island of Spitsbergen.
  

DAY SEVEN //  AUGUST 18



Smeerenburgodden

We’d heard there was a male polar bear in 
the area so after breakfast we jumped in the 
zodiacs and hurried over to a whale skeleton 
where it was rumoured to be. No luck there so 
we went to the other side to check and sure 
enough, there he was just coming out from the 
water. We were about 300-400m from the bear 
before he came even closer while walking across 
the ridgeline. He wasn’t there for long but we 
managed to take a few good pictures at least.

We then headed to another bay to take a look at 
the harbour seals relaxing on the rocks before 
venturing to Amsterdam Island. It is famous 
for its whaling station, where Dutch whalers 
had settled in 17th century. It was here that we 
saw the historic remains of the whaling activity 
and listened to stories of the area from Mats.

DAY EIGHT //  AUGUST 19



Fjortende Julibukta & 
Lilliehöökbreen

The idea today was to search for reindeer 
and puffins whilst walking to the mouth of the 
Smeerenburg Glacier. As we landed on the shore, 
we saw a camouflaged reindeer walking along the 
ridgeline with the birds flying overhead and little 
foxes running about so Mats decided to take us to 
a silent cove area instead. We were lucky enough 
to see curious Arctic fox before we managed 
to track down the puffins - we had a great time 
watching them hop around and jump off the cliffs. 

Back on the boat, it was time for the polar 
plunge! Jumping off of the boat into icy 
Arctic waters was a shock to the system but 
completely invigorating and it was great to 
see everyone joining in including the crew.

After warming up, we continued on to 
Lilliehöökbreen to see the glacier in the zodiacs 
before dinner. We were lucky enough to watch 
the glacier calve whilst taking photos of birds 
and sea ice - it was a lovely end to a busy day.

DAY NINE //  AUGUST 20



Alkhornet & Borebreen Glacier

Waking up at Isfjorden just outside of 
Longyearbyen, we decided to make the most of 
the last day and enjoy a zodiac cruise to Alkhornet, 
an incredibly tall mountain covered in green moss, 
grass and the bird colonies. The sound of the 
birds were heard well before reaching land. 

We walked across the wet tundra to some Arctic 
fox dens where Mats spotted two little white/
grey foxes; one was sleeping and the other was 
simply relaxing. Taking photos and continuing on 
our way after the foxes decided to go elsewhere, 
Mats took a handful of the guests for a walk before 
coming back round to the dens to attempt to 
take more photos of the foxes. No such luck. 

Returning to the ship for lunch, there was one last 
cruise out on the Zodiacs to the Borebreen glacier 
for everyone to take photos. Whilst there, everyone 
managed to hear the loudest calving of the whole 
trip before heading back to the M/S Malmo.

For the final evening, we enjoyed dinner and 
everyone showed off their 10 best photos. It 
was wonderful to look back at what a great 
trip it had been. There were many beautifully 
captured shots, but Sharon got a special 
mention for some fantastic wildlife photos, 
particularly the reindeers from behind…

The trip was packed with adventure, wildlife 
sightings, informative sessions, lots of laughter 
and a unified group of nature loving strangers 
who became friends whilst in the Arctic.

DAY TEN //  AUGUST 21
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