
POLAR BEAR EXPLORER ON THE M/V KINFISH
Right place, right time

TRIP LOG //  MAY 27 -  JUNE 0 4 2018



Thank you for joining our Polar 
Bear Explorer expedition to 
Svalbard, May 27 - 04 June 2018.  

Expedition Members
John, Hazel, Faye, Rebecca, Gillian, Paul, Peter, 
Diane, Hans-Ulrich, Elisabeth & Nathan

Expedition Leaders 
Alex Cowan & Lauren Farmer

Natural World Safaris are a niche travel outfi tter specialising 
purely in the natural world, incredible habitats, and the 
wildlife that calls these remote corners of the planet 
home. We hope you enjoyed your time in the Arctic and 
that this trip log serves as a reminder of your journey.

Words: Alex Cowan & Lauren Farmer
Images: Alex Cowan, Lauren Farmer & Nathan Roe

1. Longyearbyen
2. Smeerenburgfj orden
3. Holmiabukta 
4. Fuglefj orden
5. Phippsøya
6. Karl XII-Øya
7. Brochøya 
8. Chermsidøya
9. Sorgfj ord
10. Monacobreen
11. Mushamna
12. Ny London
13. Ossian Sarsfj ellet
14. Poolepynten
15. Forlandsundet
16. Isfj ord
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Leaving Longyearbyen

At 16:00 we arrived at the ship, the M/V 
Kinfish, our home for the next 9 days. Setting 
sail shortly after, we made ourselves at home 
in our cabins before Robin introduced us to 
the ship, taking everyone through the safety 
procedures and equipment. Alex and Lauren, 
our Expedition Leaders,  then shared the plan for 
the voyage and explained the AECO guidelines 
for how to behave in Zodiacs as well as on 
shore and when interacting with wildlife. 

DAY ONE //  MAY 27



Smeerenburgfj orden,  
Holmiabukta & Fuglefj orden

Our first full day on board and most of it was 
spent cruising through the spectacular Arctic 
landscape, beginning with the steep mountain 
scenery that gave Spitsbergen (translated as 
‘pointed mountain’) its name. The morning 
started off a little grey and drizzly but we 
were lucky enough to see a variety of birds 
including guillemots, puffins and fulmars. 

Cruising the fast ice remnants in front of the 
glacier at Holmiabukta, we caught a glimpse of 
our first marine mammal – a lounging bearded 
seal that scratched and flopped around on the ice. 

Further north, next to the Sallyhamna hut we 
got to enjoy our first zodiac outing allowing 
us to get much closer than we could hope to 
aboard the M/V Kinfish – it was very exciting 
encountering curious harbour seals as they 
happily played around the boats. Our second 
Zodiac cruise of the day came shortly after 
lunch to the glacial face in Fuglefjorden 
where we saw a beautiful blue iceberg.

Following dinner, we landed on a cobblestone 
beach for a hike across the rocky tundra through 
deep difficult snow to stand beneath the 
riotous sounds of a Little Auk colony. Thousands 
of birds were swarming the sky and several 
coming and going from the nests amongst 
the boulders. It was a wonderful spectacle.

DAY T WO //  MAY 28



Phippsøya & Sjuøyane 

Most of the day was spent at sea travelling 
Phippsøya and Sjuøyane, North of Nordaustlandet. 
At 17:00 we landed on a sandy beach during 
an increasing swell, before hiking for approx. 
2.5 miles across the snowy Arctic wastes. 

With great anticipation, we followed some polar 
bear tracks under a low sun casting long blue 
shadows but luck was not on our side. Whilst 
there, we had time to visit to the ‘hut’ – a small, 
one room emergency shelter built in 1936. It 
housed a bunk bed, small stove, some firewood
and a couple of books for reading material - 
everything one needed to survive the night.

DAY THREE //  MAY 29



Karl XII-Øya, Brochøya & Foynøya

In the early hours of the morning we 
circumnavigated the desolate and remote 
tombolo of Karl XII-Øya. Despite the isolation (or 
maybe even because of it) we managed to see a 
walrus and a kittiwake colony. In an attempt to 
spot the elusive polar bear, 04:00 saw us scouting 
amongst the even more remote and less-visited 
islands of Brochøya & Foynøya – still no bears…

What was incredible to see was how well M/V 
Kinfish handled the sea ice. Although she only 
holds 12 passengers, she easily navigated 
her way around with her strengthened hull.  
As time went on we came across a group of 
walrus with newborn calves on the ice and 
then, low and behold – a polar bear! After a 
little hide-and-seek, he walked to within a 
few hundred metres of the ship and sat up to 
curiously watch what we were doing before 
disappearing into the endless hummocks and 
ridges. It was wonderful to finally see a bear!

After an exciting bear sighting, it was time 
for a polar plunge. ‘Cold’ really doesn’t 
describe it - an invigorating dip north of 
80 degrees, surrounded by sea ice with a 
backdrop of the ice dome of Storøya.

DAY FOUR //  MAY 30



Chermsidøya & Sorgfj ord

Yet another blue sky morning made for a 
great Zodiac cruise to the “graffiti beach” of 
Chermsidøya, where an Arctic fox in its white 
winter coat lay curled up in one of the historical 
rock letters. After a short hike to a viewpoint, we 
then set out again in the Zodiacs to see walrus 
on the ice. They didn’t hang around for long 
so we scouted the beaches of Beverleysundet 
before returning to Kinfish for hot chocolate.

As the afternoon wore on, the waves and wind 
increased and before long, the planned operation 
to Lågøya was cancelled due to the deteriorating 
weather. The rest of the day was spent sheltering 
in Sorgfjord from strong winds and big swell. It’s 
amazing how the weather can change so quickly.

DAY FIVE //  MAY 31



Monacobreen & Mushamna

Thankfully the beautiful blue skies and mirror-like 
waters returned for our approach to Monacobreen 
and at 10:30, we took the Zodiacs out so we 
could enjoy close up views of blue icebergs 
and even closer views of some bearded seals.

That evening before dinner, we once again 
jumped in the Zodiacs for a gentle, low key 
cruise of the fast ice lagoon, taking in the 
kittiwake cliffs. However, our peaceful outing 
was interrupted right at the very end by a large, 
male polar bear swimming ashore. He gave us 
some great entertainment as he walked down 
the beach, sliding in the snow like a pup and 
sniffing out another bear’s tracks, before re-
entering the water and repeatedly diving down. 
He eventually pulled himself out of the water 
onto the ice and went off in search of seals.

DAY SIX  //  JUNE 01



Ny London & Ossian Sarsfj ellet 

Landing at Ny London on the southside of 
Kongsfjorden, we went for a hike around the 
historical remains of the site where an attempt 
to mine marble was made in the early 20th 
century. As well as history, the area attracts 
lots of wildlife, particularly birds including 
long-tailed skuas, red-throated divers, long-
tailed ducks and some reticent reindeer.

Moving on to Ossian Sarsfjellet, we hiked 
again. This time to top of the kittiwake and 
Brunnich’s guillemot nesting cliff, where we 
enjoyed great views of reindeer, ptarmigan 
and a speedy Arctic fox which dashed out of 
the way before we could get a proper look.  

DAY SE VEN //  JUNE 02



Poolepynten, Forlandsundet 
& Isfj ord 

Our final day saw us land on a low sandy spit at 
Poolepynten with a haul out of approximately 
15-20 walrus huddled together by the water. 
It was lovely to see the walrus lounging about 
but soon it was time to get back on board. 

On return to the ship, there was an unexpected 
special event - a close up view of a Sysselmannen 
helicopter practising winch manoeuvres of the 
deck of M/V Kinfish! That’s not something you 
see every day and it was a treat to experience. 

As if Mother Nature knew it was time to go 
home, she gave us one more surprise… a 
close sighting of the largest animal to have 
ever lived – a blue whale! It was fluking and 
making long dives, most likely in search of 
food. It was a wonderful way to end the trip.  

DAY EIGHT //  JUNE 03
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