
POLAR BEAR EXPLORER ON THE M/S MALMO
Right place, right time

TRIP LOG //  JUNE 3  -  JUNE 11 2017



Thank you for joining our Polar 
Bear Explorer expedition to 
Svalbard, 3 - 11 June 2017.  

Expedition Members
Ginny, Freddy, Catharina, Jane, Paul, Roy, Cyndy, 
Simone, Mark, Laurence, Isabelle & Emmanuel 

Expedition Leaders 
Ronald Visser & Frits Steenhuisen

Natural World Safaris are a niche travel outfitter specialising 
purely in the natural world, incredible habitats, and the 
wildlife that calls these remote corners of the planet 
home. We hope you enjoyed your time in the Arctic and 
that this trip log serves as a reminder of your journey.

Words: Ronald Visser
Images: Ronald Visser and Kate Waite

1. Longyearbyen
2. Dicksonfjorden
3. Ekmanfjorden
4. Forland sundet
5. Richardlaguna
6. Blomstrandbreen
7. Sørgattet (North West corner)
8. Pack Ice
9. Virgohamna
10. Magdalenefjorden
11. Van Mijenfjorden
12. Fleur du Lyshamna
13. Hornsund fjordsystem
14. Gnålodden
15. Isfjorden
16. Rijpsburg (Bohemanflya)
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Leaving Longyearbyen

Around 16:30 everybody was on board 
of our new home for the next 9 days: the 
cosy little (but very sturdy) Malmö. 

After we settled into our cabins we left port and were 
welcomed by the crew in the saloon where we also 
had the safety briefing from first officer Johannes. 

Now it was time for expedition staff to introduce 
themselves and tell about the expedition 
that lays ahead of us involving zodiacs, 
polar bears and other exciting things. 

After dinner we were in Dicksonfjorden where 
the first polar bear was spotted, a mother 
with two cubs on the fast ice. The ice was still 
too thick to come close but through Ronald’s 
telescope we could see them playing around. 

We also scouted in Ekmannfjorden but there 
it was the beautiful scenery with still snow-
capped mountains and fast ice with dozens 
of seals resting on it that pleased the eye.
During the night we sailed north through a 
narrow passage called Forland sundet.

DAY ONE //  JUNE 3



Richardlaguna & 
Blomstrandbreen

Straight after breakfast we went out for the first 
time in the sturdy zodiacs for a landing near 
Richardlaguna to visit a walrus haul out.  

Bathing in the sun they were gathered together on 
a beachridge. We went very close and enjoyed their 
company and sat with them for a while also enjoying 
the sun, life is hard in the arctic! Just before we left 
one came out of the water and we watched him 
getting his 1,5 tonnes heavy body near to his friends.  

During lunch we sailed into Kongsfjorden where we 
anchored near Blomstrand halvoya.  We cruised with 
the zodiacs around and went into the cave with a 
view. A so called “karst” phenomena that occurs often 
in limestone and marble, which this whole island is 
made of.  We then cruised in front of Blomstrandbreen 
(glacier) towering almost 100m above us which until 
recently was connected to the island hence the now 
incorrect name (translated) Blomstrand peninsula.

DAY T WO //  JUNE 4



North West corner

Around 0500 we sailed into Sørgattet, the entrance 
to what is generally called the North West corner. 
With already one passenger on the bridge we started 
scanning for bears as the South end of this fjord is called 
Bjørnfjorden. We saw lots of (fresh) tracks but no bears, 
however the stunning scenery with Smeerenburg breen 
lit up by the sun filled our hearts and camera cards.

Following the coastline scanning every side branch 
we came into Fuglefjorden. Here there were no clouds 
at all! So just before breakfast all of us were out on 
deck watching how the ship ploughed through the 
pack ice that had drifted into this fjord. The total 
lack of wind caused the rugged mountains to be 
reflected beautifully in the ice-infested waters.

In the afternoon we were at the fast-ice edge of 
Raudfjorden, the red mountains that gave this fjord 
it’s name were still covered by snow but we did not 
pay attention to that as a polar bear was spotted! A 
big male bear swam along the edge of the ice and 
eventually climbed out of it, just in front of the ship! 

We watched walking along the edge, totally 
undisturbed by us. He was sinking deep in the soft 
snow, so he stopped for a moment to cool down and 
rolled on his back showing his massive feet and claws to 
us before continuing his mission. Just before we decided 
to leave him we saw a seal on the ice and we witnessed 
an unfruitful attempt of the bear to run after this seal.
But the show was not over yet, a minke whale 
showed up and while they have the reputation to 
be shy, this one was feeding around the ship and 
we watched it nicely, the same with a lone walrus 

DAY THREE //  JUNE 5

on an ice flow. The captain manoeuvred the ship 
very carefully and we were all able to take pictures 
of the animal and it’s reflections in the water. 

Finally (no complaints about that) we were able 
to sail north into the pack ice which we met quite 
quickly as it has been a cold spring with lots of 
ice around Spitsbergen. We carefully navigated 
through the ice continuously scanning for wildlife. 

To give our scanning eyes a bit of rest and something 
else to watch we had a polar plunge, just north 
of 80 degrees latitude. Four of us were so brave 
(or insane?) to jump in the ice filled waters.
Fog came in afterwards and that made scouting 
more difficult. Fog is actually an ice related 
weather condition up here in the North and 
we stopped sailing to park into the ice. 

A watch schedule was setup so that we would not 
wake up in the morning with polar bear tracks 
around the ship without anybody having seen it!





Pack ice

At 0530 we were all waken up by loud knocking 
on our doors: polar bear near the ship! We all 
rushed out, prepared as we were, and saw a bear 
just in front of the bow. It had sneaked up on us 
from the back and was already sniffing the hull 
when it was spotted by the watch team. A bit 
frightened by all that sudden action the bear 
walked away and went into the water again.  

We started up the engine and continued scouting 
the ice edge. The fog had lifted and quickly we 
saw again a polar bear, it turned out to be the 
same as we had earlier which now was totally not 
bothered by us and we witnessed him in all his 
beauty in his natural environment. He went in and 
out the water, sniffed and investigated thoroughly 
some other polar bear tracks (and poo).  When he 
went into the water for the third time it was time 
to leave him alone and we sailed south again. 

We went through a fog bank again before we met 
the fast-ice edge of Breibogen, just before that we 
had three minke whales around the ship diving and 
surfacing almost simultaneously in a choreographed 
way. On the way to Raudfjorden  we had a bearded 
seal and quite a lot of puffins around the ship. 
We finally anchored near Utkiken and old Dutch 
whaling station from the seventeenth century. 

After dinner we went up the 150m high mountain 
to experience their view, the snow which was 
still there made it a bit more than just a little 
evening stroll but it was nice to stretch our legs 
after having spend two days on the ship.

DAY FOUR //  JUNE 6



North West corner revisited

We lifted anchor just after breakfast and made our 
way to Sallyhamna which was blocked earlier. 

We parked the bow in the fast ice and scouted for 
wildlife. A bearded seal was playing around and 
some curious black guillemots came to inspect 
the ship. Continuing sailing we went through a 
new route into Fuglefjorden where the glacier 
was lit in a mystical way due to the overcast sky. 

On our way to the seal colony near Virgohamna we 
met a big iceberg which we semi-circumnavigated 
due to the fact it was stranded in shallow waters.  
Arriving at Virgohamna we zoomed by the historical 
site to have a look at the northernmost population 
of harbour seals. Four of them were resting on semi 
submerged rocks and were posing brilliantly. 

On the way out a King Eider was spotted on the 
ice edge and as it is a bird some people come to 
Svalbard for, we took a photoshoot drive by. 

Finally we anchored in Magdalenefjorden to visit 
the walrus haulout there. It was very low tide so all 
of us were able to make the short walk on the beach 
towards the haulout. Some curious animals came to 
check us out and later on there was a bit of rumble in 
the group which gave very good photo opportunities.

DAY FIVE //  JUNE 7





Van Mijenfjorden

Some of us woke up at 0500 to use the window 
of opportunity to get cellphone coverage 
as we passed the mouth of Isfjorden. 

The sea was calm, a little swell and very beautiful 
weather. How different was the entrance 
of van Mijenfjorden, low ice induced fog 
enclosed us for almost the whole morning. 

We had lunch parked in the fast ice and visibility 
came and went. However on our way out of the fjord 
the fog cleared for a while showing the towering 
mountains and three pods of belugas! After dinner 
the sun was visible again and we could clearly see 
the nice geology of this part of the West coast. 

We made a walk near Fleur du Lyshamna where 
these amazing belugas were hunted for a short while 
early 20th century. On the tundra we met reindeer 
and in the end the only year round resident bird the 
Svalbard ptarmigan, still in its winter plumage.

DAY SIX  //  JUNE 8





Hornsund

During breakfast we sailed through the sunlit 
Burgerbukta’s,  branches of the Hornsund fjordsystem. 

In one there was a very young sealcub on the 
ice-edge. Camera’s were drawn out quickly when 
we spotted a polarbear on a kill in the entrance 
of Brepollen. It was clear that the animal had 
already eaten a lot as it was resting but we took 
our time (as she seemed not bothered by us at 
all) and it started eating again after a while. 

There was more to come: a mother with two cubs 
was spotted by another ship. We sailed over to 
Mendeleevbreen were we indeed saw a yellow 
spot in front of the glacier, approximately two 
kilometres away. Ronald put up his telescope 
and indeed it was the female with the two cubs! 
However they were sleeping and far away. 

It was decided to stay in the ice and wait. After a 
while the cubs became restless and the mother 
woke up to feed them. Curious, the bears 
started coming closer and closer until all three 
of them were near the ship. What a privilege to 
see these animals so relaxed and so close! 

On the way out we had another look at the bear with 
the kill and she was really stuffed with food so she 
could hardly move anymore. Afraid we would become 
the same we made a short walk on the tundra near 
Gnålodden. Under the birdcliff that gave the spot it’s 
name (translated: Humming mountain) we stretched 
our legs and heard about the trappers history.

DAY SE VEN //  JUNE 9





Isfjorden

We woke up to a cloudy sky in the mouth of 
Isfjord but when we left the ship for a landing 
near Harriëtbreen in Trygghamna (safe harbour) 
the clouds lifted and we could see the cliff 
of the glacier calving in the little lake. 

With a brief stop at the Malmö we continued by 
zodiac to Alkhornet where we walked on the wet 
and very green tundra under the birdcliff.  The 
lush vegetation meant that there were reindeer 
around and we had a good look at them.

During lunch we sailed further into the fjord and 
stopped at Rijpsburg (Bohemanflya). The place where 
the first commercial coal extraction took place and 
later the start of the Dutch mining history. Frits went 
for a walk and met a small heard of reindeer while 
Ginny and Ronald stayed at the hut and chatted 
with the locals that spent their weekend there. 

While at the shore line red phalaropes were 
spotted and on the way out we were pleased by 
having good close ups of this very emancipated 
bird (the male breeds and raises the chicks while 
the female leaves after laying the eggs). 

As flexibility is an important factor in expedition 
cruising the plans were altered again: Rumours 
were that there was a blue whale around! And 
yes, we found it, during captain’s dinner the whale 
circled around the ship, what a way to end a trip!

DAY EIGHT //  JUNE 10
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