
SVALBARD PHOTO SAFARI WITH DAVID YARROW
Right place, right time

TRIP LOG //  JUNE 19 -  JUNE 29 2017



Thank you for joining our 
Svalbard Photo Safari with David 
Yarrow, 19 - 29 June 2017.  

Expedition Members
Zahi, Jan, Justin, Miranda, Kiran, Karen, 
Jonathan, Caroline, Mary, Victoria & Ceri

Expedition Leaders 
David Yarrow, Ronald Visser & Annette Scheepstra 

Natural World Safaris are a niche travel outfitter specialising 
purely in the natural world, incredible habitats, and the 
wildlife that calls these remote corners of the planet 
home. We hope you enjoyed your time in the Arctic and 
that this trip log serves as a reminder of your journey.

Words: Ronald Visser & Annette Scheepstra
Images: David Yarrow & Ronald Visser

1. Longyearbyen
2. Samarinbreen
3. Brepollen
4. Storfjorden
5. Agardhbukta
6. Dunerbukta
7. Mohnbukta
8. Kvalvågen
9. Isbukta
10. Prins Karls Forland
11. Pack Ice
12. Raudfjorden
13. Virgohamma
14. Pyramiden
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Leaving Longyearbyen

The bus showed up in the afternoon in front of 
our hotel, where we met Ronald, our expedition 
leader. We arrived at the Freya where our other 
guide,  Annette, welcomed us. The crew helped 
us with our luggage and then we settled in and 
had a quick look around what would be our home 
for the next 10 days. After a short time we left the 
quay and we stood on the aft deck gazing out 
across the majestic Isfjorden, before we had to 
go inside again for Captain Emil’s welcome. He 
introduced us to the team before first officer Gustaf 
took over to do the mandatory safety briefing. 

More briefings were about to come. After 
the introduction to our guiding team we 
learned a lot about responsible expedition 
cruising and how to behave safely around 
our favourite animal, the polar bear.

While enjoying a great dinner from our cook Ulf, David 
introduced himself and his some of his photographic 
work. As we left Isfjord heading south, the boat 
slowly rocked and rolled… time to go to bed.

DAY ONE //  JUNE 19



Hornsund

We woke up between the high peaks and low glaciers 
of the Sound of the Horn (named after the horn of 
a reindeer): Hornsund. After breakfast we all got 
ourselves into the warm suits that we were given and 
we went for our first excursion in the zodiacs near 
Samarin Breen. We tried to get close to a bearded 
seal on an ice flow, but he didn’t let us. We continued 
our zodiac cruise closer towards the glacier, taking 
pictures of the birds and the beautiful structures in 
the glacier front. After almost two hours we went 
back on board Freya to sail further into Hornsund. 

We were about to leave Brepollen when we spotted 
a polar bear. Full of excitement we were quickly 
ready to go into the zodiacs to take a closer look 
at this swimming bear. We followed her carefully 
when she went out of the water. This dark and bit 
dirty bear looked special in front of the black and 
white background. With gracious movements 
she climbed up and down the ice before she 
decided to leave us, walking away on a slope. 

Feeling very happy, we went back on board to 
look at our pictures, some of them receiving the 
expert opinion of David. After dinner he gave 
us more of an insight into the way he works.

DAY T WO //  JUNE 20



Storfjorden & Agardhbukta

The mission of today was to search for the ice. After 
lunch we encountered the first sea ice. A single 
walrus was laying on an ice flow, but he decided to 
go into the water to take a closer look at the Freya. 
We could clearly see him swimming under water and 
showing up right in front of the bow. Sailing further 
we enjoyed the scenic icy landscape with many birds.
Just before lunch Ronald got excited seeing something 
strange in the water. He immediately called the 
bridge to turn and have a closer look. It turned out 
to be a dead fox that was floating on the surface. 
With a big hook, Ronald got the fox out so those who 
wanted could have a closer look at this tiny animal.

After lunch we continued sailing through the ice, 
with more and more large icebergs in between. A 
big iceberg was tumbling down just as we passed 
it. At Agardhbukta the Freya was pushing a bit into 
the broken fast-ice where we stayed for a while. The 
fog came and went in an otherwise sunny and calm 
afternoon. Cameras were clicking away taking selfies 
and scenic pictures. As the final cherry on the top, David 
composed a great group picture of us on the bow.  
Later a cute young ringed seal pup was posing for 
us on a tiny ice bit. We all hoped that there wouldn’t 
be a polar bear around for this young one.

DAY THREE //  JUNE 21



Dunerbukta & Mohnbukta

During the night some of us took turns watching 
out for polar bears, but the fog prevented us from 
seeing much around the Freya. In the early morning 
we slowly moved further north to find more pack ice. 
After breakfast everyone was outside enjoying the 
warmth of the sun and the beautiful scenery, and of 
course we were all scouting and hoping to spot the 
king of the Arctic. The tension was growing but in 
the end the scouting paid off - we saw our second 
polar bear. Slowly the Freya moved towards the bear 
until we were very close. When the bear got in the 
water we decided to do the same, and we lowered 
the zodiacs to get another look at the swimming bear. 
We carefully tried to get closer and we were lucky 
to see the bear on the ice again. When approaching 
this bear, we discovered another polar bear not far 
away. This bear posed for us in the sunlight which was 
perfect for our photos. This bear also went for a swim 
and we were surprised at how fast he was swimming. 

We left the bears in peace and went for lunch. 
After lunch we continued on this still sunny day 
towards Mohnbukta. We passed some impressive 
icebergs before parking the Freya in the ice. The 
weather was so good that we had tea outside on the 
bow, when Annette spotted a polar bear in the far 
distance. We could see it well through the telescope, 
but it was not interested in us and we decided to 
move on while the bear walked away from us. 
We were heading east when the fog in the 
north cleared, so we went north instead. We 
found a polar bear on a kill, but when we came 
close the bear went into the sea. After dinner 
we saw another bear in the far distance. 

DAY FOUR //  JUNE 22



Storfjorden

During the night the polar bear watch spotted a 
sleeping polar bear, probably the same one that 
we saw walking away yesterday after dinner. In 
the morning we were planning to get into the 
zodiacs to have a closer look at the sleeping polar 
bear when another bear showed up. That one 
stayed in the distance so we headed towards 
the other one. Unfortunately it disappeared, but 
we had a good time in the ice anyway, standing 
on the pack ice with the whole group. 

Back on the ship we headed south. Time to process 
some pictures again. We had a relaxing afternoon 
that ended with a polar bear lecture from Annette 
and Ronald. Meanwhile the crew was working 
hard to prepare our Midsummer night party. They 
made a great Midsummer “tree” with flowers 
and life buoy’s. Our cook Ulf had prepared some 
delicious food and we all gathered at the sun deck 
around the barbeque. We followed the Swedish 
tradition of singing, drinking, dancing and playing 
games and had a very fun and unique evening!

DAY FIVE //  JUNE 23



Isbukta & the South Cape

In the morning we entered the zodiacs in flat 
calm conditions at Isbukta,  a large bay with many 
glaciers. When sailing towards the glaciers the 
wind picked up and it was a new experience to feel 
the waves in the zodiacs. It was a bit of a bumpy 
ride but we made it to a large glacier front where 
some of us were lucky to see a swimming bearded 
seal. Unfortunately the walrus were not at their 
haul outside, probably feeding somewhere else. 

The rest of the day we were sailing to make good 
progress to get north on the west coast. 
In the afternoon we watched a polar bear 
movie. After rounding the south cape the 
weather and swell turned nice. We did our 
best to spot whales, but we didn’t see any. 
After dinner David told us all about his 
favourite places to shoot wildlife and what 
would be the best time of year to do so.

DAY SIX  //  JUNE 24



Prins Karls Forland

With sunshine and blue skies overhead we went 
into the zodiacs to see (and smell!) the walrus that 
were lying on the beach of Dawespynten, on the 
island of Prins Karls Forland. About 50 of them were 
sleeping, scratching and looking around. We carefully 
approached them to avoid disturbance and had great 
opportunities to take pictures from different angles.
 
We sailed further north with sunshine on all the 
jagged mountain peaks that surrounded us. After 
a couple of hours sailing, we anchored in the calm 
bay near the 14th of July glacier. We headed out 
in the zodiacs to have a closer look at a small bird 
cliff. The sun was shining on the cliff and we were 
all thrilled by the puffins that were flying over us. 
We took pictures until our arms were sore from our 
cameras with the heavy lenses. We went ashore for 
the reindeer and to be amazed by the silence in the 
‘cave of silence’, also called ‘the hanging garden’.

What luck we had on this sunny Sunday! But luck 
still had more in store for us. Late in the evening, 
leaving Krossfjorden, the guides spotted a whale 
in the distance. It turned out to be a mother and a 
calf blue whale. The young one gave a spectacular 
show, jumping out the water, splashing and playing 
around. Later the mother took her young with 
her and together they swam in synchronisation 
around us.  It was so exciting to see the largest 
animals on the planet. Later some minke whales 
passed and then it was time to go to bed.

DAY SE VEN //  JUNE 25



Northern pack ice

We woke up in the north, and once again we had 
a sunny day. The peaks around Raudfjord were 
mirroring in the sea, and seals and many birds were 
on and around the pack ice. We slowly moved 
further east and north to the pack ice, when 
the guides spotted some fin whales. We moved 
closer to the two whales and we could clearly 
see the difference between the blue whale, the 
fin whale and the much smaller minke whales. 

We all got excited when Annette spotted a polar 
bear in the far distance. We tried to get close 
but lost sight of the bear when it went into the 
water. We managed to find it again, but then 
lost it again! The visibility was very difficult in 
the bright sun and with all the mirroring. 

Just before lunch we reached 80 degrees north: time 
for another group picture. We were getting used to 
David arranging us into a nice composition. The rest 
of the afternoon we spent out scouting for more 
bears. We saw many harp seals, some minke whales, 
bearded seals, a young ringed seal and many birds. 

In the evening David showed us some 
of his Africa pictures and was telling us 
more about the stories behind them. 

DAY EIGHT //  JUNE 26



Raudfjorden & Virgohamna

During the night we all took shifts in scouting for 
bears, but we didn’t spot any. In the morning we 
sailed toward Raudfjorden, meaning the red fjord. 
In the fast ice we could see many bearded seal and 
a minke whale that was spy hopping now and then. 
Thousands of birds – mainly Brunnich’s guillemots - 
were swimming in the water and now and then you 
could clearly see them swimming under the surface. 
When sailing out the fjord we had a close encounter 
with an old male walrus that was lying on an ice floe.

After lunch the wind picked up a bit, and when we 
went into the zodiacs it was a fun and rocky ride 
into a small protected bay. Many harbour seals 
were swimming around the zodiac and one was 
posing for us on a rock. Two seals were deeply in 
love and showing their affection for each other 
for a long time, giving us a spectacular show. 

We continued sailing south into Bjornfjorden. 
On the bridge there was a scouting party going 
on. In front of the beautiful Smeerenburg glacier 
Gustav let Justin drive the boat for a short while. 

We had dinner while still in the calm 
Bjornfjorden. To celebrate Zahi’s 50th birthday, 
the chef had baked us a lovely cake for 
dessert: a good start to the evening party.

DAY NINE //  JUNE 27



Back to Longyearbyen

We had a bit of a rocky night and in the morning 
the weather turned out to be grey and rainy. The 
decision was made to have a relaxed morning and 
go on sailing towards the ghost town Pyramiden. 
We spend the morning resting and working on our 
top three pictures of the trip. For some of us it really 
was a tough decision to decide on just three! 

Pyramiden used to be a Russian mining settlement 
that was set up as a model town to show off to 
the rest of the world. Over 1,000 people including 
children were living there up until the nineties. It 
was abandoned overnight in 1998 and since then 
not much has changed. Some of us especially liked 
the bar, while others couldn’t get enough of taking 
pictures of all the ruined buildings and installations. 
Thousands of kittiwakes were nesting on the 
buildings, and giving off a rather unpleasant smell…

Before dinner we enjoyed a great slideshow made by 
Ronald. It was great to see all the highlights of our trip 
including everyone’s top three pictures. The pictures 
David was showing were not all well to go public, but 
it was great to see all the group pictures showing the 
fun we had during this trip. And what a trip it was!

DAY TEN //  JUNE 28





Second Floor
130a Western Road, Brighton
East Sussex, BN1 2LA, UK


